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One of our best cultural critics here collects sixteen years' worth of essays on film and popular culture.
Topics range from the invention of cinema to contemporary F-X aesthetics, from Shakespeare on film to
Seinfeld, and we include essays on 30's screwball comedies, Hong Kong Martial Arts movies, to the roots of
spy movies and the televising of Clinton's grand jury testimony.

O'Brien emphasizes the unpredictable interactions between film as a medium apt for expressing the most
private dreams and film as the mass literature of the modern world. Several of the pieces are profiles of
individual actors or directors—Orson Welles, Michael Powell, Ed Wood, Marlon Brando, Alfred Hitchcock,
Dana Andrews, The Marx Brothers, Bing Crosby—whose careers are probed to look for the point where
obsession meets public myth-making.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Manns:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Castaways of the Image Planet: Movies, Show
Business, Public Spectacle. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important some sort of book Castaways of the Image Planet: Movies, Show Business, Public
Spectacle. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a
book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Tom Burkhardt:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Castaways of the Image Planet: Movies, Show
Business, Public Spectacle book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Lillian Robbins:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Castaways of the Image
Planet: Movies, Show Business, Public Spectacle suitable to you? The particular book was written by well
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Castaways of the Image Planet: Movies, Show Business,
Public Spectacleis a single of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world with this book.

Dennis Ross:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Castaways of the Image Planet: Movies,
Show Business, Public Spectacle can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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