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Making the Modern Primitive provides an anthropological analysis of the encounter between local residents
and tourists in the Trobriand Islands, a place renowned in anthropology and represented in various media as
"culturally authentic." In such a place, how are ideas about authenticity implicated in creating and
representing the self and cultural Others in the context of cultural tourism? Michelle MacCarthy addresses
this question by examining four arenas of interaction between Trobriand Islanders and tourists: formal
performances, informal village visits, souvenir shopping, and tourist photography. Drawing on both
symbolic/interpretive approaches and concepts drawn from economic anthropology, she examines the
relationship of tourism to the commoditization of culture, the ways in which local residents actively
represent and enact "Trobriandness," and the ways tourists interpret and narrate their experience. MacCarthy
offers an anthropological critique of concepts of authenticity, tradition, and cultural commodification, based
on long-term fieldwork among Trobriand Islanders and tourists.

These notions, which have particular meanings as analytical concepts in anthropology, are also used and
strategically deployed in the discourses of both Trobriand Islanders and tourists. Ideas about primitivity and
cultural essentialism, while critiqued by anthropologists, are nonetheless used by both parties in tourism
interactions to conceptualize and contextualize difference. MacCarthy demonstrate how such tropes are
employed in ways that fit with prevailing metanarratives which each side holds about the other, and how
these tropes are reproduced both in individual narratives of both tourists' and Trobrianders' experiences and
in their interpretations (often misconstrued) of the lives of cultural Others with whom they interact. She
examines the social dimensions of cross-cultural exchange in these four arenas (performance, village life,
souvenirs, photography) to argue that cultural commodities are conceived of as singularities, a special
category whose commodity status is downplayed in order to generate an increased sense of authenticity and
to perpetuate the myth of a "primitive" economy and way of life more generally. In touristic encounters,
experience itself is a sort of commodity, but relationships (real or imagined) are central to investing these
experiences with meaning and value. This analysis contributes new understandings of the role and
significance of authenticity in the anthropology of tourism, and its relationship to exchange; that is, how
meaning and value are ascribed to the cultural products produced and consumed in the cultural tourism
encounter with reference to ideas about what is and isn't authentic.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Treece:

The reason? Because this Making the Modern Primitive: Cultural Tourism in the Trobriand Islands is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Kevin Lemon:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled Making the Modern Primitive: Cultural Tourism in the Trobriand Islands your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Making the Modern Primitive: Cultural Tourism in the
Trobriand Islands giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Stella Neal:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Making the Modern Primitive: Cultural Tourism
in the Trobriand Islands can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
We should have Making the Modern Primitive: Cultural Tourism in the Trobriand Islands.

Katie Mueller:

You can find this Making the Modern Primitive: Cultural Tourism in the Trobriand Islands by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more



information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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