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"Happenings" have pop connotations that conjure up 1960s youth culture and hippies in public, joyful
rebellion. Scholars, meanwhile, locate happenings in a genealogy of avant-garde performance that descends
from futurism, surrealism, and Dada through the action painting of the 1950s. In Radical Prototypes, Judith
Rodenbeck argues for a more complex etiology. Allan Kaprow coined the term in 1958 to name a new
collage form of performance, calling happenings "radical prototypes" of performance art. Rodenbeck offers a
rigorous art historical reading of Kaprow's project and related artworks. She finds that these experiential and
experimental works offered not a happy communalism but a strong and canny critique of contemporary
sociality. Happenings, she argues, were far more ambivalent, negative, and even creepy than they have been
portrayed, either in contemporaneous accounts or in more recent efforts to connect them to contemporary
art's participatory strategies. In Radical Prototypes, Rodenbeck recovers the critical force of happenings,
addressing them both as theoretical objects and as artworks, investigating broader epistemological and
formal concerns as well as their material and performative aspects. She links happenings to scores by John
Cage (especially 4'33"), avant-garde theater, and photography, and offers new readings of projects ranging
from Kaprow's 18 Happenings in 6 Parts (1959) to Gerhard Richter's Leben mit Pop (1963).

Rodenbeck casts happenings as a form of participatory art that simultaneously delivers a radical critique of
that very participation  -- a view that revises our understanding of contemporary constructions of the
participatory as well as of 1960s projects from Fluxus to conceptual art.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Raynor:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Radical Prototypes: Allan
Kaprow and the Invention of Happenings (MIT Press) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Henry Howell:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Radical Prototypes: Allan
Kaprow and the Invention of Happenings (MIT Press) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jennifer Mitchell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Radical Prototypes: Allan Kaprow and the Invention of
Happenings (MIT Press) as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Radical Prototypes: Allan Kaprow and the Invention of Happenings
(MIT Press) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

William Kelley:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book Radical Prototypes: Allan Kaprow and the Invention of Happenings (MIT Press). You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.
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