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In Reason, Tradition, and the Good, Jeffery L. Nicholas addresses the failure of reason in modernity to bring
about a just society, a society in which people can attain fulfillment. Developing the critical theory of the
Frankfurt School, Nicholas argues that we rely too heavily on a conception of rationality that is divorced
from tradition and, therefore, incapable of judging ends. Without the ability to judge ends, we cannot engage
in debate about the good life or the proper goods that we as individuals and as a society should pursue.

Nicholas claims that the project of enlightenment—defined as the promotion of autonomous reason—failed
because it was based on a deformed notion of reason as mere rationality, and that a critical theory of society
aimed at human emancipation must turn to substantive reason, a reason constituted by and constitutive of
tradition. To find a reason capable of judging ends, Nicholas suggests, we must turn to Alasdair MacIntyre’s
Thomistic-Aristotelianism. Substantive reason comprises thinking and acting on the set of standards and
beliefs within a particular tradition. It is the impossibility of enlightenment rationality to evaluate ends and
the possibility of substantive reason to evaluate ends that makes the one unsuitable and the other suitable for
a critical theory of society. Nicholas’s compelling argument, written in accessible language, remains
committed to the promise of reason to help individuals achieve a good and just society and a good life. This
requires, however, a complete revolution in the way we approach social life.
 
“Jeffery Nicholas has written an important and valuable book that invites its readers to discover the
difficulties of late modern Western thought from the perspective of twentieth-century critical theory, and to
consider a response to those difficulties drawn from the work of Alasdair MacIntyre and Charles Taylor.”
—Christopher Stephen Lutz, Saint Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology
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From reader reviews:

Frances Smith:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Reason,
Tradition, and the Good: MacIntyre's Tradition-Constituted Reason and Frankfurt School Critical Theory?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Mary Mohammad:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Reason, Tradition, and the
Good: MacIntyre's Tradition-Constituted Reason and Frankfurt School Critical Theory. All type of book can
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Sharon Grace:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Reason, Tradition, and the Good: MacIntyre's
Tradition-Constituted Reason and Frankfurt School Critical Theory to read.

Robert Burmeister:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book Reason, Tradition, and the Good: MacIntyre's Tradition-Constituted Reason and Frankfurt
School Critical Theory it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book has high quality.
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