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In this stunning memoir, Rosemary Bray describes growing up poor in Chicago in the 1960s and becoming
one of the first black women at Yale--and she shows why changes in the welfare system make it virtually
impossible for her inspiring story to happen today.

"Certain things shape you, change you forever," Bray writes. "Years later, long after you think you've
escaped, some ordinary experience flings you backward into memory. Being poor is like that. Living
surrounded by fear and rage is like that. I grew up hating the cold, dreading the approach of night. Thirty
years later, a too-cold room at night can trigger a flash of terror."

When Rosemary Bray's mother decides to apply for welfare, it creates a rift between her parents, and yet it
proves to be the salvation of the family, enabling the Bray children to be educated--and education was the
one thing her parents agreed upon as the only way to a better life. Bray writes movingly about her
resourceful mother, who joins the Catholic church and shepherds the children to school. The nuns at the
Catholic school spot Rosemary's potential and arrange for her to become one of the few black children at
Parker, a predominantly white private school on the other side of Chicago. In a series of powerful vignettes,
Bray describes the shock of discovering the discrepancies between her life and the lives of her affluent
classmates. She writes of the experiences that gave her hope: a teacher fostering her development and
choosing her to play the title role in Alice in Wonderland; the thrill of being accepted at Yale; falling in love;
becoming a journalist; and, ultimately, becoming a mother.

In this beautiful memoir about how the dark in a life can be overcome, race, gender, and social problems are
explored as a fine writer tells the story of a life.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Monroe:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Unafraid of the Dark: A Memoir.

Pablo Cowart:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Unafraid of the Dark: A Memoir why because the excellent cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Lorenzo Lowe:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be study. Unafraid of the Dark: A Memoir can be your answer because it can be read by a person
who have those short extra time problems.

Derek Clancy:

This Unafraid of the Dark: A Memoir is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Unafraid of the
Dark: A Memoir can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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