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At the beginning of World War II, the United States and other countries erected a "paper wall" - a
bureaucratic maze that prevented all but a small number of Jewish refugees from emigrating from Nazi-
occupied Europe. When the World Closed Its Doors tells the true story of a young couple who, like many
European Jews, were caught between the Nazis and the "paper wall".

Ida Piller-Greenspan was married in Belgium on May 9, 1940. That night the Nazis invaded Belgium. She
and her new husband survived the next four months hitchhiking through occupied territory, hiding in barns
and tunnels, dodging bombs near Dunkirk, crossing the Pyrenees on foot, and enduring weeks with little food
and no money. Ultimately they arrived in Portugal, certain they would find sanctuary somewhere in the
world beyond Europe's borders. But their trials were not over. It took nine anxious months for them to find a
country that would let them in - months spent watching in horror as most refugees were forced back to
uncertain lives in their home countries.

Forty years later, Ida, an accomplished artist, created a pictorial diary of their journey. Her prints, lyrical,
haunting, and compelling, are accompanied by a page-turning narrative that bears witness to this treacherous
and largely forgotten chapter of World War II history.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Powers:

In other case, little men and women like to read book When the World Closed Its Doors: Struggling to
Escape Nazi-occupied Europe. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important the book When the World Closed Its Doors: Struggling to Escape Nazi-
occupied Europe. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a
book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested
to go to the library. Let's read.

Sang Weems:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this When the World
Closed Its Doors: Struggling to Escape Nazi-occupied Europe book as beginning and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Judy Brown:

Exactly why? Because this When the World Closed Its Doors: Struggling to Escape Nazi-occupied Europe is
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Ronald Griffin:

You can obtain this When the World Closed Its Doors: Struggling to Escape Nazi-occupied Europe by look
at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking
by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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