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Problems of constitutional interpretation have many faces, but much of the contemporary discussion has
focused on what has come to be called "originalism." The core of originalism is the belief that fidelity to the
original understanding of the Constitution should constrain contemporary judges. As originalist thinking has
evolved, it has become clear that there is a family of originalist theories, some emphasizing the intent of the
framers, while others focus on the original public meaning of the constitutional text. This idea has enjoyed a
modern resurgence, in good part in reaction to the assumption of more sweeping power by the judiciary,
operating in the name of constitutional interpretation. Those arguing for a "living Constitution" that keeps up
with a changing world and changing values have resisted originalism. This difference in legal philosophy
and jurisprudence has, since the 1970s, spilled over into party politics and the partisan wrangling over court
appointments from appellate courts to the Supreme Court.

In Constitutional Originalism, Robert W. Bennett and Lawrence B. Solum elucidate the two sides of this
debate and mediate between them in order to separate differences that are real from those that are only
apparent. In a thorough exploration of the range of contemporary views on originalism, the authors articulate
and defend sharply contrasting positions. Solum brings learning from the philosophy of language to his
argument in favor of originalism, and Bennett highlights interpretational problems in the dispute-resolution
context, describing instances in which a living Constitution is a more feasible and productive position. The
book explores those contrasting positions, to be sure, but also uncovers important points of agreement for the
interpretational enterprise. This provocative and absorbing book ends with a bibliographic essay that points
to landmark works in the field and helps lay readers and students orient themselves within the literature of
the debate.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Bonner:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Constitutional Originalism: A Debate, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Marissa Wegener:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Constitutional Originalism: A Debate your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The
Constitutional Originalism: A Debate giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

James Hopwood:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. Constitutional Originalism: A Debate can be your answer as it can be
read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Walter Dion:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Constitutional Originalism: A Debate or even
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Constitutional Originalism: A Debate to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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