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The Heart Sutra is perhaps the most famous Buddhist text, traditionally regarded as a potent expression of
emptiness and of the Buddha's perfect wisdom. This brief, seemingly simple work was the subject of more
commentaries in Asia than any other sutra. In Elaborations on Emptiness, Donald Lopez explores for the
first time the elaborate philosophical and ritual uses of the Heart Sutra in India, Tibet, and the West.

Included here are full translations of the eight extant Indian commentaries. Interspersed with the translations
are six essays that examine the unusual roles the Heart Sutra has played: it has been used as a mantra, an
exorcism text, a tantric meditation guide, and as the material for comparative philosophy. Taken together, the
translations and essays that form Elaborations on Emptiness demonstrate why commentary is as central to
modern scholarship on Buddhism as it was for ancient Buddhists. Lopez reveals unexpected points of
instability and contradiction in the Heart Sutra, which, in the end, turns out to be the most malleable of texts,
where the logic of commentary serves as a tool of both tradition and transgression.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Brewer:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Elaborations on Emptiness: Uses of the Heart S?tra as the daily
resource information.

Augusta Wilson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Elaborations on Emptiness: Uses of
the Heart S?tra book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Elaborations on
Emptiness: Uses of the Heart S?tra as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Phillip Chadwick:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Elaborations on Emptiness:
Uses of the Heart S?tra which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Harold Fleming:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Elaborations on Emptiness: Uses of the Heart S?tra was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Elaborations on Emptiness: Uses of the
Heart S?tra has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading in which.
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