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As the Church enters its third millennium, it must take stock of its identity and mission. These essays in The
Gift of the Church address the fundamental issues confronting the Church in its immediate future. Their
authors represent the most prominent ecclesiologists of our time.

Written in honor of Patrick Granfield, OSB, these essays form a textbook for classes in ecclesiology. They
also are a useful tool for those engaged in various ministries in the Church to update themselves on the
theology of different aspects of the Church. The first section of essays discusses ecclesiology in its historical
development as well as its methodology; the second examines various aspects of the Church; and the third
part presents the life and work of Patrick Granfield. The essays are clearly written and based on solid and
extensive scholarship.

Ecclesiology has been the central theme of theological reflections since Vatican II and may continue to be in
the next millennium. This textbook fulfills in part Pope John Paul II's Vision for the Jubilee Year, when
Christians, with a profound sense of commitment . . . will likewise express their gratitude for the gift of the
Church."

Essays and authors in Part One: Ecclesiology in Historical Context are "Theologies of the Church in the New
Testament," by Frank J. Matera; "The Development of Ecclesiology: Early Church to the Reformation," by
Eric Plumer; "The Development of Ecclesiology: Modernity to the Twentieth Century," by Michael J.
Himes; "The Significance of Vatican Council II for Ecclesiology," by Joseph A. Komonchak; "The
Ecclesiology of John Paul II," by Avery Dulles; "Ecumenical Ecclesiology," by Michael A. Fahey; and
"Theological Method for Ecclesiology," by Pedro Rodriquez. Essays and authors in Part Two: Contemporary
Ecclesiology are "The Church as Communion," by Susan K. Wood; "The Church as Worshiping
Community," by Gerard Austin; "The Ecclesial Dimension of Anthropology," by Michael J. Scanlon; "The
Ecclesial Dimension of Spirituality," by George Tavard;"The Evangelizing Mission of the Church," by
Francis A.Sullivan; "Salvation Outside the Church," by John P. Galvin; "The Social Mission of the Church:
Its Changing Context," by T. Howland Sanks; "Ministries in the Church," by John Ford; "The Papacy," by
Richard P. McBrien; "The Episcopacy," by Hermann J. Pottmeyer; "The Teaching Office of the Church," by
John P. Boyle; "The Church and the Law," by Thomas J. Green; "The Laity," by Jon Nilson; "Women and
the Church," by Sara Butler; and "Mary and the Church," by Frederick M. Jelly. Essays and authors in Part
Three: A North American Ecclesiology: The Theological Achievement of Patrick Granfield are "Patrick
Granfield: A Biographical Essay," by David Granfield; "A North American Ecclesiology: The Achievement
of Patrick Granfield," by Peter C. Phan; and "Bibliography of Patrick Granfield," compiled by David
Granfield. The book also includes an introduction by Peter Phan and a list of abbreviations.

Peter C. Phan, PhD, STD, DD, is the Warren-Blanding Professor of Religion and Culture in the department
of religion and religious education at The Catholic University of America. He is the author and editor of
several books and over a hundred essays on various aspects of Christian theology.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Gift of the Church: A Textbook
on Ecclesiology (Theology), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Herman Lewis:

The Gift of the Church: A Textbook on Ecclesiology (Theology) can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Gift of
the Church: A Textbook on Ecclesiology (Theology) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Jan Doyle:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Gift of the Church: A Textbook on Ecclesiology (Theology) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Rachel Glidewell:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication The Gift of the Church: A Textbook on Ecclesiology (Theology) was filled
with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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