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The question of how U.S. foreign policy should manage relations with autocratic governments, particularly
in the Caribbean and Latin America, has aways been difficult and complex. In The Dictator Next Door Eric
Paul Roorda focuses on the relations between the U.S. and the Dominican Republic following Rafael
Trujillo’s seizure of power in 1930. Examining the transition from the noninterventionist policies of the
Hoover administration to Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor policy, Roorda blends diplomatic history with analyses
of domestic poalitics in both countries not only to explore the political limits of American hegemony but to
provide an in-depth view of acrucial period in U.S. foreign relations.

Although Trujillo’ s dictatorship was enabled by prior U.S. occupation of the Dominican Republic, the
brutality of his regime and the reliance on violence and vanity to sustain his rule was an untenable offense to
many in the U.S. diplomatic community, as well asto certain legislators, journalists, and bankers. Many U.S.
military officers and congressmen, however—impressed by the civil order and extensive infrastructure the
dictator established—comprised an increasingly powerful Dominican lobby. What emergesis a picture of
Trujillo at the center of a crowded stage of international actors and a U.S. government that, despite events
such as Trujillo’ s 1937 massacre of 12,000 Haitians, was determined to foster alliances with any government
that would oppose its enemies as the world moved toward war.

Using previously untapped records, privately held papers, and unpublished photographs, Roorda
demonstrates how caution, confusion, and conflicting goals marked U.S. relations with Trujillo and set the
tone for the ambivalent Cold War relations that prevailed until Trujillo’s nation in 1961. The Dictator
Next Door will interest Latin Americanists, historians, political scientists, and specialistsin international
relations and diplomacy.
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From reader reviews:
Herman Nelson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice in your case but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Dictator Next
Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Terri Rouse:

This The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican
Republic, 1930-1945 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can claim no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican
Republic, 1930-1945 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, info in it isnot ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny
right but this guide already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt this?

Marjorie Cook:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to thelibrary in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
rea their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many waysto get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the
Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

John Ma;

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the ideawhen they



get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor
Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading skill is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation
about book and looking at especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
read it. Beside that the guide The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regimein
the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can to be your new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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