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Cosmological ideas influenced every aspect of traditional Chinese culture, from science and medicine to art,
philosophy, and religion. Although other premodern societies developed similar conceptions, in no other
major civilization were such ideas so pervasive or powerful. In The Development and Decline of Chinese
Cosmology, John Henderson traces the evolution of Chinese thought on cosmic order from the classical era
to the nineteenth century. Unlike many standard studies of premodern cosmologies, this book analyzes the
origins, development, and rejection of these models, not just their structure. Moreover, while historians often
limit their studies of cosmic order to specialized fields like the history of science, Henderson examines how
the cosmological ideas formulated in late classical times permeated various facets of Chinese life, from high
philosophy to popular culture. In discussing these ideas, the author draws surprising parallels between the
history of Chinese and classical Western cosmologies, identifying general patterns in the development of
cosmological conceptions in several premodern civilizations. This volume thus appeals not only to students
of Chinese intellectual history, but anyone interested in cultural anthropology, ancient and medieval
philosophy, and the history of science and medicine as well. An understanding of the development and
decline of Chinese cosmology illuminates broad areas of traditional Chinese culture and it provides a new
perspective for viewing the history of Chinese thought in a larger comparative context. John B. Henderson
earned his Ph.D. at the University of California, Berkeley. He is Professor in the Department of History at
Louisiana State University. Professor Henderson's previously published works include Scripture, Canon, and
Commentary: A Comparison of Confucian and Western Exegesis and Notions of Time in Chinese Historical
Thinking.
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From reader reviews:

Tommie Matthews:

This The Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Development and Decline of Chinese
Cosmology can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this The Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Barthel:

The book with title The Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology posesses a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Helen Scott:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Development and Decline
of Chinese Cosmology, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

Robert Wolfe:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology provide you with a new experience in reading through a
book.
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