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Named after an archaeological site discovered in 1951 in Zhengzhou, China, the Erligang civilization arose
in the Yellow River valley around the middle of the second millennium BCE. Shortly thereafter, its
distinctive elite material culture spread to a large part of China's Central Plain, in the south reaching as far as
the banks of the Yangzi River. The Erligang culture is best known for the remains of an immense walled city
at Zhengzhou, a smaller site at Panlongcheng in Hubei, and a large-scale bronze industry of remarkable
artistic and technological sophistication.

This richly illustrated book is the first in a western language devoted to the Erligang culture. It brings
together scholars from a variety of disciplines, including art history and archaeology, to explore what is
known about the culture and its spectacular bronze industry. The opening chapters introduce the history of
the discovery of the culture and its most important archaeological sites. Subsequent essays address a variety
of important methodological issues related to the study of Erligang, including how to define the culture, the
usefulness of cross-cultural comparative study, and the difficulty of reconciling traditional Chinese
historiography with archaeological discoveries. The book closes by examining the role the Erligang
civilization played in the emergence of the first bronze-using societies in south China and the importance of
bronze studies in the training of Chinese art historians.

The contributors are Robert Bagley, John Baines, Maggie Bickford, Rod Campbell, Li Yung-ti, Robin
McNeal, Kyle Steinke, Wang Haicheng, and Zhang Changping.
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From reader reviews:

John Tibbs:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other individuals. When you read this Art and Archaeology of the Erligang Civilization (Publications of the
Department of Art and Archaeology, Princeton University), you may tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Stewart Ramirez:

The guide with title Art and Archaeology of the Erligang Civilization (Publications of the Department of Art
and Archaeology, Princeton University) contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. That book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

David Wysocki:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Art and Archaeology of the
Erligang Civilization (Publications of the Department of Art and Archaeology, Princeton University), you
could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Dana Barker:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Art and Archaeology of the Erligang
Civilization (Publications of the Department of Art and Archaeology, Princeton University) to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and
looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the
book Art and Archaeology of the Erligang Civilization (Publications of the Department of Art and



Archaeology, Princeton University) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of these time.
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