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Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past centuries, it was the lure of
gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers, merchant-adventurers, and conquerors from afar. In
modern times, the focus of attention is on oil, diamonds, and other valuable minerals.

Land was another prize. The Romansrelied on their coloniesin northern Africafor vital grain shipmentsto
feed the population of Rome. Arab invaders followed in their wake, eventually colonizing the entire region.
More recently, foreign corporations have acquired huge tracts of land to secure food supplies needed abroad,
just as the Romans did.

In thisvast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes of Africa over aperiod of
5,000 years. With compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the
spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the exploits of explorers and
missionaries; and the impact of European colonization. He examines, too, the fate of modern African states
and concludes with a glimpse of their future.

His cast of charactersincludes religious |eaders, mining magnates, warlords, dictators, and many other
legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler of the medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man
the world has ever known. “I speak of Africa,” Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” Thisis history on
an epic scale.
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From reader reviews:
Gerald Dews:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open aswell as read abook titled The
Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You aready know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

John Judge:

The book The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave avery important thing like a
book The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor? A number of you have
adifferent opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History
of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Morrell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear
History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jacob Hill:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not arabot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History of Wealth, Greed, and

Endeavor.
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