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In this work, Herbert Basser uses a new translation of Matthew, graciously offered by Peter Zaas (with some
minor revisions by David Malone and Herbert Basser), to give us a verse-by-verse commentary to the first
half of the Gospel based on his study of Matthew through the lens of Jewish texts. These texts, skillfully
interpreted by Basser, illuminate the powerful poetry and mystery behind much of Matthew’s genius in
reworking evangelists’ sources. These Jewish materials provide a creative, cultural way of thinking about
what God expects from human beings infused with the words and images of Matthew. Basser demonstrates
how Jewish idioms and artistry move the speeches, story, and figure of Jesus through various layers of
Church tradition, from a Jewish preacher to a Gentile savior. Each chapter of commentary is preceded by a
preliminary discussion, and the book is introduced by an accessible, scholarly preface and introduction
discussing the methodological issues of the commentary as a whole. In many ways, this book deepens
Basser’s initial views of the New Testament in his Studies in Exegesis, (Leiden and Boston, E.J. Brill, 2000).
The present book will appeal to a broad audience of knowledgeable readers of any or no faith. Basser is
presently completing his annotations to the Epistle of James for The Jewish Annotated New Testament, to be
published by Oxford University Press.
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From reader reviews:

William Martin:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Mind
Behind the Gospels: A Commentary to Matthew 1-14 (Reference Library of Jewish Intellectual History)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

James Boyd:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Mind Behind the Gospels: A Commentary to
Matthew 1-14 (Reference Library of Jewish Intellectual History) why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Beth French:

This The Mind Behind the Gospels: A Commentary to Matthew 1-14 (Reference Library of Jewish
Intellectual History) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who else
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately
using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Mind Behind the Gospels: A Commentary to
Matthew 1-14 (Reference Library of Jewish Intellectual History) in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt that?

Kaci Carter:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The



Mind Behind the Gospels: A Commentary to Matthew 1-14 (Reference Library of Jewish Intellectual
History) provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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