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Toward the end of the sixteenth century, and throughout the seventeenth, thinking in spatial terms assumed
extraordinary urgency among Russias ruling elites. The two great developments of this erain Russian
history-the enserfment of the peasantry and the conquest of avast Eastern empire-fundamentally concerned
spatial control and concepts of movements across the land. In Cartographies of Tsardom, Valerie Kivelson
explores how these twin themes of fixity and mobility obliged Russians, from tsar to peasant, to think in
spatial terms. She builds her case through close study of two very different kinds of maps: the hundreds of
local maps hand-drawn by amateurs as evidence in property litigations, and the maps of the new territories
that stretched from the Urals to the Pacific. In both the simple (but strikingly beautiful and even moving)
maps that local residents drafted and in the more formal maps of the newly conquered Siberian spaces,
Kivelson shows that the Russians saw the land (be it a peasant's plot or the Siberian taiga) as marked by the
grace of divine providence. She argues that the unceasing tension between fixity and mobility led to the
emergence in Eurasia of an empire quite different from that in North America. In her words, the Russian
empire that took shape in the decades before Peter the Great proclaimed its existence was a " spacious
mantle," a"patchwork quilt of difference under asingle tsar” that granted religious and cultural space to non-
Russian, non-Orthodox populations even asit strove to tie them down to serve its own growing fiscal needs.
The unresolved, perhaps unresolvable, tension between these contrary impul ses was both the strength and the
weakness of empire in Russia. This handsomely illustrated and beautifully written book, which features
twenty-four pages of color plates, will appeal to everyone fascinated by the history of Russiaand al who are
intrigued by the art of mapmaking.
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From reader reviews:
Inge Reader :

The book Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a
book Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia? A few of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings
in Seventeenth-Century Russia has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function
for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

James Boyd:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lot of stressfrom both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia.

Johnny Har per:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, dueto
the fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, aswell as soon.
The Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia provide you with
new experience in examining a book.

Rita Lattimore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims
Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia.
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