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Should laws about sex and pornography be based on social conventions about what is disgusting? Should
felons be required to display bumper stickers or wear T-shirts that announce their crimes? This powerful and
elegantly written book, by one of America's most influential philosophers, presents a critique of the role that
shame and disgust play in our individual and social lives and, in particular, in the law.

Martha Nussbaum argues that we should be wary of these emotions because they are associated in troubling
ways with a desire to hide from our humanity, embodying an unrealistic and sometimes pathological wish to
be invulnerable. Nussbaum argues that the thought-content of disgust embodies "magical ideas of
contamination, and impossible aspirations to purity that are just not in line with human life as we know it."
She argues that disgust should never be the basis for criminalizing an act, or play either the aggravating or
the mitigating role in criminal law it currently does. She writes that we should be similarly suspicious of
what she calls "primitive shame," a shame "at the very fact of human imperfection," and she is harshly
critical of the role that such shame plays in certain punishments.

Drawing on an extraordinarily rich variety of philosophical, psychological, and historical references--from
Aristotle and Freud to Nazi ideas about purity--and on legal examples as diverse as the trials of Oscar Wilde
and the Martha Stewart insider trading case, this is a major work of legal and moral philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

The event that you get from Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law is a more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to understand but Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and
the Law instantly.

Terri Root:

The publication untitled Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law from the publisher to make
you a lot more enjoy free time.

Cheryl Estrella:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law.

Christopher Suttle:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update
of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just in search of the Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law when you
desired it?
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