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"A few years ago, as I listened one night to my mother telling incidents of her life pioneering in the semi-arid
region of Western Kansas, it occurred to me that the picture of that early time was worth drawing and
preserving for the future, and that, if this were ever to be done, it must be done soon, before all of the old
settlers were gone. This book is the result—an effort to picture that life truly and realistically. It is the story
of an energetic and capable girl, the child of German immigrant parents, who at the age of seventeen married
a young German farmer, and moved to a homestead on the wind-swept plains of Kansas, where she reared
eleven of her twelve children, and remembering regretfully her own half-day in school, sent nine of them
through college. It is a story of grim and tenacious devotion in the face of hardships and disappointments,
devotion that never flagged until the long, hard task of near a lifetime was done."—John Ise (from the
preface)

Deeply moved by his mother's memories of a waning era and rapidly disappearing lifestyle, John Ise
painstakingly recorded the adventures and adversities of his family and boyhood neighbors—the early
homesteaders of Osborne County, Kansas. First published in 1936, his "nonfiction novel" Sod and Stubble
has since become a widely read and much loved classic. In the original, Ise changed some identities and time
sequences but accurately retained the uplifting and disheartening realities of prairie life. Von Rothenberger
brings us a new annotated and expanded edition that greatly enhances Ise's timeless tale. He includes the
entire first edition-replete with Ise's charm, wit, and veracity, restores four of Ise's original chapters that have
never been published, and adds photographs of many of the key characters. In his notes, Rothenberger
reveals the true identity of Ise's family and neighbors, provides background on their lives, and places events
within a wider historical and geographical context.

Ushering us through a dynamic period of pioneering history, from the 1870s to the turn of the century, Sod
and Stubble abounds with the events and issues—fires and droughts, parties and picnics, insect infestations
and bumper crops, prosperity and poverty, divisiveness and generosity, births and deaths—that shaped the
lives and destinies of Henry and Rosa Ise, their family, and their community.

One hundred and twenty-five years after Osborne County was organized and Henry Ise homesteaded his
claim, a corner of nineteenth-century Kansas social history remains safeguarded thanks to the tenacity of
John Ise and the insight of Von Rotheberger, who enlivens Ise's story with revealing detail.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged
and Annotated Edition book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Julia Hale:

The actual book Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition has a lot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can
get the point easily after perusing this book.

Daniel Kirk:

This Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition is brand new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Sod and
Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Robert Nichols:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and
Annotated Edition or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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