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The Alchemy of Paint is a critique of the modern world, which Spike Bucklow sees as the product of
seventeenth-century ideas about science. In modern times, we have divorced color from its origins, using it
for commercial advantage. Spike Bucklow shows us how in medieval times, color had mystical significance
far beyond the enjoyment of shade and hue.

Each chapter demonstrates the mindset of medieval Europe and is devoted to just one color, acknowledging
its connections with life in the pre-modern world. Colors examined and explained in detail include a
midnight blue called ultramarine, an opaque red called vermilion, a multitude of colors made from metals, a
transparent red called dragonsblood, and, finally, gold.

Today, “scarlet” describes a color, but it was originally a type of cloth. Henry VI's wardrobe accounts from
1438 to 1489 show that his cheapest scarlet was £14.2s.6d. and that scarlets could fetch up to twice that
price. In the fifteenth century, a mid-priced scarlet cost more than two thousand kilos of cheese or one
thousand liters of wine. This expense accounts for the custom of giving important visitors the "red carpet
treatment."

The book looks at how color was “read” in the Middle Ages and returns to materials to look at the hidden
meaning of the artists' version of the philosopher's stone. The penultimate chapter considers why everyone
has always loved gold.

Spike Bucklow is a conservation scientist working with oil paintings at the Hamilton Kerr Institute in
Cambridge.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

The particular book The Alchemy of Paint: Art, Science and Secrets from the Middle Ages has a lot info on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Donald Kelley:

The Alchemy of Paint: Art, Science and Secrets from the Middle Ages can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The
Alchemy of Paint: Art, Science and Secrets from the Middle Ages yet doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Jerold Niemi:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book has
a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have read.
If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Alchemy of Paint: Art, Science and Secrets from the Middle Ages offer you a new experience in
examining a book.

Hilary Winters:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Alchemy of Paint: Art, Science and Secrets
from the Middle Ages to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Alchemy of Paint: Art, Science and Secrets from the
Middle Ages can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of that time.
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