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The Civil War is often portrayed as the most brutal war in America's history, a premonition of twentieth-
century slaughter and carnage. In challenging this view, Mark E. Neely, Jr., considers the war's
destructiveness in a comparative context, revealing the sense of limits that guided the conduct of American
soldiers and statesmen.

Neely begins by contrasting Civil War behavior with U.S. soldiers' experiences in the Mexican War of 1846.
He examines Price's Raid in Missouri for evidence of deterioration in the restraints imposed by the customs
of war; and in a brilliant analysis of Philip Sheridan's Shenandoah Valley campaign, he shows that the
actions of U.S. cavalrymen were selective and controlled. The Mexican war of the 1860s between French
imperial forces and republicans provided a new yardstick for brutality: Emperor Maximilian's infamous
Black Decree threatened captured enemies with execution. Civil War battles, however, paled in comparison
with the unrestrained warfare waged against the Plains Indians. Racial beliefs, Neely shows, were a major
determinant of wartime behavior.

Destructive rhetoric was rampant in the congressional debate over the resolution to avenge the treatment of
Union captives at Andersonville by deliberately starving and freezing to death Confederate prisoners of war.
Nevertheless, to gauge the events of the war by the ferocity of its language of political hatred is a mistake,
Neely argues. The modern overemphasis on violence in Civil War literature has led many scholars to go too
far in drawing close analogies with the twentieth century's "total war" and the grim guerrilla struggles of
Vietnam.
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From reader reviews:

Araceli Burns:

The book The Civil War and the Limits of Destruction can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
The Civil War and the Limits of Destruction? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book The Civil War and the Limits of Destruction has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Civil War and the Limits of Destruction suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in
this era. The book untitled The Civil War and the Limits of Destructionis one of several books in which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Linda Bryant:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Civil War and the Limits of Destruction was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Civil War and the Limits of
Destruction has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading which.

Marie Miles:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is called of book The Civil War and the Limits of Destruction. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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