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Capoeira, a Brazilian battle dance and national sport, has become popular all over the world. First brought to
Brazil by African slaves and first documented in the late eighteenth century, capoeira has undergone many
transformations as it has diffused throughout Brazilian society and beyond, taking on a multiplicity of
meanings for those who participate in it and for the societies in which it is practiced. In this book, Maya
Talmon-Chvaicer combines cultural history with anthropological research to offer an in-depth study of the
development and meaning of capoeira, starting with the African cultures in which it originated and
continuing up to the present day.

Using a wealth of primary sources, Talmon-Chvaicer analyzes the outlooks on life, symbols, and rituals of
the three major cultures that inspired capoeira—the Congolese (the historic area known today as Congo-
Angola), the Yoruban, and the Catholic Portuguese cultures. As she traces the evolution of capoeira through
successive historical eras, Talmon-Chvaicer maintains a dual perspective, depicting capoeira as it was
experienced, observed, and understood by both Europeans and Africans, as well as by their descendants. This
dual perspective uncovers many covert aspects of capoeira that have been repressed by the dominant
Brazilian culture.

This rich study reclaims the African origins and meanings of capoeira, while also acknowledging the many
ways in which Catholic-Christian culture has contributed to it. The book will be fascinating reading not only
for scholars but also for capoeira participants who may not know the deeper spiritual meanings of the
customs, amulets, and rituals of this jogo da vida, "game of life."
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Hayes:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of Cultures in the Brazilian
Battle Dance book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer of The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of Cultures in the Brazilian Battle Dance
content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Hidden History of
Capoeira: A Collision of Cultures in the Brazilian Battle Dance is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Omar Yoder:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of
Cultures in the Brazilian Battle Dance as the daily resource information.

Tiara Garcia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Hidden History of Capoeira: A
Collision of Cultures in the Brazilian Battle Dance publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still hesitation The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of Cultures in the Brazilian Battle Dance as
good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't
evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Deborah Browning:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many



kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Hidden History of Capoeira: A
Collision of Cultures in the Brazilian Battle Dance.
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