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Usually told from the perspective of the victims, the Salem Witch Trials are a forever story. The vestiges of a
particular strain of American social hysteria remain with us even today. In Crane Pond, Richard Francis
reveals a side of the history that is not often recounted, as he skillfully constructs a portrait of Samuel Sewall,
the only judge to later admit that a terrible mistake had been made. 

In a colony on the edge of survival in a mysterious new world where infant mortality is high and sin is to
blame, Sweall is committed to being a loving family man, a good citizen, and a fair-minded judge. Like any
believing Puritan, he agonizes over what others think of him, while striving to act morally correct, keep the
peace, and (hopefully make time to) enjoy a hefty slice of pie. His one regret is that only months before he
didn't sentence a group of pirates to death. What begins as a touching story of a bumbling man tasked with
making judgements in a society where reason is often ephemeral, quickly becomes the chilling narrative we
know too well. And when public opinion wavers, Sweall learns that what has been done cannot be undone.

Crane Pond explores the inner life of a well-meaning man who compormised with evil. It presents an
unflinching portrayal of Sewall's efforts to piece together a new perspective from shattered preconceptions,
vividly tracking his search for atonement, for peace, and ultimately for a renewal of hope. At once a searing
view of the Trials from the inside out, an empathetic portrait of one of the period's most tragic and
redemptive figures, and an indictment of the malevolent power of religious and political idealism, it is a
thrilling new telling of one of America's founding stories.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Piercy:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Crane Pond: A Novel of Salem ended up
being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The guide Crane Pond: A Novel of Salem is not only giving you more new
information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Crane Pond: A Novel of Salem. You never
experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Evan Reyes:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is definitely Crane Pond: A Novel of Salem.

Paul Smith:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Crane Pond: A Novel of Salem why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Keith Dunn:

The book untitled Crane Pond: A Novel of Salem contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the
new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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