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Spanning 400 years of musical drama, from the late Renaissance and including such classical masters as
Verdi, Puccini, and Bizet, this is the complete visual guidebook to the great operas, their composers and
performance history.

"Packed into every page of this book is the excitement of discovery, knowledge, taste and visual beauty. In
some way, it all gives the reader the illusion of being at an actual performance." -- Placido Domingo

"Opera is a beautiful guide for opera enthusiasts as well as the perfect welcome for converts to this ancient
rite. It offers today's and tomorrow's audiences a delightful 'navigation system' along an avenue that leads
from Monteverdi to Bob Wilson. -- Stephane Lissner, Director of the Teatro alla Scala

"Richly illustrated and beautifully written, this book captures the art, lyricism, passion and excitement of
opera through the ages. It is an ideal companion for opera newcomers and devotees alike." -- Daniel
Barenboim

"This guide is essential for serious opera buffs and newcomers alike. From basic explanations of the history
of opera to details of classic scores - all told in a witty, conversational tone and accompanied by hundreds of
full-color photos - Alan Riding and Leslie Dunton-Downer prove themselves, in this engaging account, to be
eyewitness companions with clear vision." -- Peter Gelb, General Manager of the Metropolitan Opera

"I am delighted to recommend this book to anyone who is, or thinks they may be, interested in opera. It is
wonderfully illustrated and contains just the right amount of information on each composer and an insight
into their operas. It's the kind of book to place on your coffee table to enjoy when you have a quiet moment.
My guess is that your coffee consumption will increase!" -- Bryn Terfel
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From reader reviews:

Elias Rosser:

The book Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides) make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a
book Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides) to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like open and read a book Eyewitness Companions: Opera
(Eyewitness Companion Guides). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Ricardo Boddie:

The ability that you get from Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides) is the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness
Companion Guides) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides) instantly.

David Dabbs:

This Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides) are generally reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Eyewitness Companions: Opera
(Eyewitness Companion Guides) can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed people. Beside that this Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides)
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ira Atwood:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion



Guides) giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
data for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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