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One of Time’s 12 Books for the History Buffs on Your Holiday Gift List  

The first single-volume history of Istanbul in decades: a biography of the city at the center of
civilizations past and present.

For more than two millennia Istanbul has stood at the crossroads of the world, perched at the very tip of
Europe, gazing across the shores of Asia. The history of this city--known as Byzantium, then Constantinople,
now Istanbul--is at once glorious, outsized, and astounding. Founded by the Greeks, its location blessed it as
a center for trade but also made it a target of every empire in history, from Alexander the Great and his
Macedonian Empire to the Romans and later the Ottomans. At its most spectacular Emperor Constantine I
re-founded the city as New Rome, the capital of the eastern Roman empire, and dramatically expanded the
city, filling it with artistic treasures, and adorning the streets with opulent palaces. Around it all Constantine
built new walls, truly impregnable, that preserved power, wealth, and withstood any aggressor--walls that
still stand for tourists to visit.
      From its ancient past to the present, we meet the city through its ordinary citizens--the Jews, Muslims,
Italians, Greeks, and Russians who used the famous baths and walked the bazaars--and the rulers who built it
up and then destroyed it, including Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the man who christened the city "Istanbul" in
1930. Thomas F. Madden's entertaining narrative brings to life the city we see today, including the rich
splendor of the churches and monasteries that spread throughout the city.
     Istanbul draws on a lifetime of study and the latest scholarship, transporting readers to a city of
unparalleled importance and majesty that holds the key to understanding modern civilization. In the words of
Napoleon Bonaparte, "If the Earth were a single state, Istanbul would be its capital."
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Swain:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Istanbul: City of Majesty at the
Crossroads of the World will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book
with you?

Paul Andrews:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Istanbul: City of Majesty at the Crossroads of the World has
been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve Istanbul: City of Majesty at the Crossroads of the World is not only giving
you more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Istanbul: City of
Majesty at the Crossroads of the World. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Cleora Yarbro:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Istanbul: City of Majesty at the
Crossroads of the World book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Clara Brownfield:

The reason? Because this Istanbul: City of Majesty at the Crossroads of the World is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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