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For the 250th anniversary of John Quincy Adams's birth, a landmark new edition of an American
masterpiece: the incomparable self-portrait of a man and his times from the Revolution to the coming
of the Civil War.

The diary of John Quincy Adams is one of the most extraordinary works in American literature. Begun in
1779 at the age of twelve and kept more or less faithfully until his death almost 70 years later, it is both an
unrivaled record of historical events and personalities from the nation's founding to the antebellum era and a
masterpiece of American self-portraiture, tracing the spiritual, literary,
and scientific interests of an exceptionally lively mind. Now, for the 250th anniversary of Adams's birth,
Library of America and historian David Waldstreicher present a two-volume reader's edition based for the
first time on the original manuscript diaries, restoring personal and revealing passages suppressed in earlier
editions.

Volume 2 opens with Adams serving as Secretary of State, amid political manueverings within and outside
James Monroe's cabinet to become his succesor, a process that culminates in Adams's election to the
presidency by the House of Representatives after the deadlocked four-way contest of 1824. Even as Adams
takes the oath of office, rivals Henry Clay, his Secretary of State, John C. Calhoun, his vice president, and an
embittered Andrew Jackson, eye the election of 1828. The diary records in candid detail his frustration as
his far-sighted agenda for national improvement founders on the rocks of internecine political factionalism,
conflict that results in his becoming only the second president, with his father, to fail to secure reelection.
After a short-lived retirement, Adams returns to public service as a Congressman from Massachusetts, and
for the last seventeen years of his life he leads efforts to resist the extension of slavery and to end the
notorious "gag rule" that stifles debate on the issue in Congress. In 1841 he further burnishes his reputation
as a scourge of the Slave Power by successfully defending African mutineers of the slave
ship Amistad before the Supreme Court. The diary achieves perhaps its greatest force in its prescient
anticipation of the Civil War and Emancipation, an "object," as Adams described it during the Missouri
Crisis, "vast in its compass, awful in its prospects, sublime and beautiful in its issue."
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Wright:

The particular book John Quincy Adams: Diaries 1821-1848 (The Library of America) will bring one to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book John Quincy Adams: Diaries 1821-1848 (The
Library of America) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Mary Lee:

The actual book John Quincy Adams: Diaries 1821-1848 (The Library of America) has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Alice Ressler:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping John Quincy Adams: Diaries
1821-1848 (The Library of America) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then
how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you could pick John Quincy Adams: Diaries 1821-1848 (The Library of
America) become your starter.

Russell Thomas:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book John Quincy Adams: Diaries 1821-1848 (The
Library of America) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book John Quincy
Adams: Diaries 1821-1848 (The Library of America) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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