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In modern times, various Jewish groups have argued whether Jewishness is a function of ethnicity, of
nationality, of religion, or of all three. These fundamental conceptions were already in place in antiquity. The
peculiar combination of ethnicity, nationality, and religion that would characterize Jewishness through the
centuries first took shape in the second century B.C.E. This brilliantly argued, accessible book unravels one
of the most complex issues of late antiquity by showing how these elements were understood and applied in
the construction of Jewish identity—by Jews, by gentiles, and by the state.

Beginning with the intriguing case of Herod the Great's Jewishness, Cohen moves on to discuss what made
or did not make Jewish identity during the period, the question of conversion, the prohibition of
intermarriage, matrilineal descent, and the place of the convert in the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds. His
superb study is unique in that it draws on a wide range of sources: Jewish literature written in Greek,
classical sources, and rabbinic texts, both ancient and medieval. It also features a detailed discussion of many
of the central rabbinic texts dealing with conversion to Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Nystrom:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties,
Uncertainties. Try to the actual book The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties as
your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Helen Johnson:

This The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties without
we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties can bring whenever you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties having very good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Gobeil:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties.

John Stewart:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries,
Varieties, Uncertainties reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Beginnings of Jewishness:
Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to



pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.
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