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Following his acclaimed life of Dickens, Robert Douglas-Fairhurst illuminates the tangled history of two
lives and two books. Drawing on numerous unpublished sources, he examines in detail the peculiar
friendship between the Oxford mathematician Charles Dodgson (Lewis Carroll) and Alice Liddell, the child
for whom he invented the Alice stories, and analyzes how this relationship stirred Carroll’s imagination and
influenced the creation of Wonderland. It also explains why Alice in Wonderland (1865) and its sequel,
Through the Looking-Glass (1871), took on an unstoppable cultural momentum in the Victorian era and why,
a century and a half later, they continue to enthrall and delight readers of all ages.

The Story of Alice reveals Carroll as both an innovator and a stodgy traditionalist, entrenched in habits and
routines. He had a keen double interest in keeping things moving and keeping them just as they are. (In
Looking-Glass Land, Alice must run faster and faster just to stay in one place.) Tracing the development of
the Alice books from their inception in 1862 to Liddell’s death in 1934, Douglas-Fairhurst also provides a
keyhole through which to observe a larger, shifting cultural landscape: the birth of photography, changing
definitions of childhood, murky questions about sex and sexuality, and the relationship between Carroll’s
books and other works of Victorian literature.

In the stormy transition from the Victorian to the modern era, Douglas-Fairhurst shows, Wonderland became
a sheltered world apart, where the line between the actual and the possible was continually blurred.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Story
of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret History of Wonderland? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Richard Mills:

The book The Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret History of Wonderland make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Story
of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret History of Wonderland being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the
Secret History of Wonderland. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Thomas Manna:

Typically the book The Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the Secret History of Wonderland will bring you to
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll
and the Secret History of Wonderland is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Angel Sullivan:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Story of Alice: Lewis Carroll and the
Secret History of Wonderland is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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