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In this visually stunning and much anticipated book, acclaimed art historian Joseph Koerner casts the
paintings of Hieronymus Bosch and Pieter Bruegel in a completely new light, revealing how the painting of
everyday life was born from what seems its polar opposite: the depiction of an enemy hell-bent on destroying
us.

Supreme virtuoso of the bizarre, diabolic, and outlandish, Bosch embodies the phantasmagorical force of
painting, while Bruegel, through his true-to-life landscapes and frank depictions of peasants, is the artistic
avatar of the familiar and ordinary. But despite their differences, the works of these two artists are closely
intertwined. Bruegel began his career imitating Bosch's fantasies, and it was Bosch who launched almost the
whole repertoire of later genre painting. But Bosch depicts everyday life in order to reveal it as an alluring
trap set by a metaphysical enemy at war with God, whereas Bruegel shows this enemy to be nothing but a
humanly fabricated mask. Attending closely to the visual cunning of these two towering masters, Koerner
uncovers art history's unexplored underside: the image itself as an enemy.

An absorbing study of the dark paradoxes of human creativity, Bosch and Bruegel is also a timely account of
how hatred can be converted into tolerance through the agency of art. It takes readers through all the major
paintings, drawings, and prints of these two unforgettable artists--including Bosch's notoriously elusive
Garden of Earthly Delights, which forms the core of this historical tour de force. Elegantly written and
abundantly illustrated, the book is based on Koerner's A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, a series given
annually at the National Gallery of Art, Washington.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Sherman:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you should have this Bosch and Bruegel: From Enemy Painting to Everyday
Life (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts).

Ivan Caputo:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Bosch and Bruegel: From Enemy Painting to Everyday
Life (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts). You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Bosch and Bruegel: From Enemy Painting to
Everyday Life (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

George Miller:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Bosch and Bruegel: From Enemy Painting to
Everyday Life (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) as your daily resource information.

Mario Davis:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Bosch and Bruegel: From Enemy
Painting to Everyday Life (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) is simple to develop you can read it
in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book
in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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