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A finalist for the Sheridan Morley Prize that has been called "probably the best Olivier book for general
readers" (Kirkus Reviews), Philip Ziegler's Olivier provides an incredibly accessible and comprehensive
portrait of this Hollywood superstar, Oscar-winning director, and one who is considered the greatest stage
actor of the twentieth century. The era abounded in great actors--Gielgud, Richardson, Guinness, Burton,
O'Toole--but none could challenge Laurence Olivier's range and power. By the 1940s he had achieved
international stardom. His affair with Vivien Leigh led to a marriage as glamorous and as tragic as any in
Hollywood history. He was as accomplished a director as he was a leading man: his three Shakespearian
adaptations are among the most memorable ever filmed.

And yet, at the height of his fame, he accepted what was no more than an administrator's wage to become the
founding Director of the National Theatre. In 2013 the theatre celebrates its fiftieth anniversary; without
Olivier's leadership it would never have achieved the status that it enjoys today. Off-stage, Olivier was the
most extravagant of characters: generous, yet almost insanely jealous of those few contemporaries whom he
deemed to be his rivals; charming but with a ferocious temper. With access to more than fifty hours of
candid, unpublished interviews, Ziegler ensures that Olivier's true character--at its most undisguised--shines
through as never before.
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From reader reviews:

John Glass:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Olivier.

Deana Smith:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Olivier is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Janet Warren:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Olivier which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Charlie Hartman:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Olivier can give you a lot of buddies because by you
considering this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? We should have Olivier.
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