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In the thirteenth century, profound changes in Spanish society drove the invention of fresh poetic forms by
the new clerical class. The term mester de clerecía (clerical ministry or service) applies to a group of
narrative poems (epics, hagiography, romances) composed by university-trained clerics for the edification
and entertainment of the predominantly illiterate laity. These clerics, like Gonzalo de Berceo, understood
themselves as cultural intermediaries, transmitting wisdom and values from the past; at the same time, they
were deeply involved in some of the most contentious and far-reaching changes in lay piety, and in economic
and social structures. The author challenges the predominantly didactic approach to the verse, in an attempt
to historicize the category of the intellectual, as someone caught in the duality of the worlds of contingency
and absolute values. The book will have a broad appeal to medievalists, in part because of the topics covered
(feudalism, gender, nationhood, and religion), in part because many poems are either adaptations from
French and Latin or have counterparts in other literatures (e.g., the romances or Alexander and Apollonius,
the miracles of the Virgin Mary). JULIAN WEISS is Professor of Medieval and Early Modern Spanish at
King's College London.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Wire:

The book The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile (Monografías
A) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make reading a book The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-
Century Castile (Monografías A) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and
read a e-book The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile
(Monografías A). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Miguel Penix:

Here thing why this particular The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century
Castile (Monografías A) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Mester de
Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile (Monografías A) giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with The
Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile (Monografías A). It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile (Monografías A) in e-
book can be your option.

Abel Cooke:

The ability that you get from The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century
Castile (Monografías A) will be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more
you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Mester de
Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile (Monografías A) giving you joy feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals
and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile (Monografías A) instantly.



Warner Gomez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Mester de Clerecía:
Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile (Monografías A) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to
pick The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile (Monografías A)
become your current starter.
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