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In the second century, Valentinians and other gnosticizing Christians used numerical structures and symbols
to describe God, interpret the Bible, and frame the universe. In this study of the controversy that resulted,
Joel Kalvesmaki shows how earlier neo-Pythagorean and Platonist number symbolism provided the impetus
for this theology of arithmetic, and describes the ways in which gnosticizing groups attempted to engage
both the Platonist and Christian traditions. He explores the rich variety of number symbolism then in use,
among both gnosticizing groups and their orthodox critics, demonstrating how those critics developed an
alternative approach to number symbolism that would set the pattern for centuries to come. Arguing that the
early dispute influenced the very tradition that inspired it, Kalvesmaki explains how, in the late third and
early fourth centuries, numbers became increasingly important to Platonists, who engaged in arithmological
constructions and disputes that mirrored the earlier Christian ones.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Mendoza:

Here thing why this specific The Theology of Arithmetic: Number Symbolism in Platonism and Early
Christianity (Hellenic Studies Series) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Theology of
Arithmetic: Number Symbolism in Platonism and Early Christianity (Hellenic Studies Series) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar
with The Theology of Arithmetic: Number Symbolism in Platonism and Early Christianity (Hellenic Studies
Series). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened
in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of The Theology of Arithmetic: Number Symbolism in Platonism and Early
Christianity (Hellenic Studies Series) in e-book can be your alternate.

Holley Shipman:

This book untitled The Theology of Arithmetic: Number Symbolism in Platonism and Early Christianity
(Hellenic Studies Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past
this guide from your list.

Mary Brunner:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. The Theology of Arithmetic: Number Symbolism in Platonism and Early Christianity
(Hellenic Studies Series) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Anne Shivers:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the The Theology of Arithmetic: Number Symbolism in Platonism and Early Christianity (Hellenic Studies



Series) when you necessary it?
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