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Why do gardens matter so much and mean so much to people? That is the intriguing question to which David
Cooper seeks an answer in this book. Given the enthusiasm for gardens in human civilization ancient and
modern, Eastern and Western, it is surprising that the question has been so long neglected by modern
philosophy. Now at last there is a philosophy of gardens. Not only is this a fascinating subject in its own
right, it also provides a reminder that the subject-matter of aesthetics is broader than the fine arts; that ethics
is not just about moral issues but about 'the good life'; and that environmental philosophy should not focus
only on 'wilderness' to the exclusion of the humanly shaped environment.

David Cooper identifies garden appreciation as a special human phenomenon distinct from both from the
appreciation of art and the appreciation of nature. He explores the importance of various 'garden-practices'
and shows how not only gardening itself, but activities to which the garden especially lends itself, including
social and meditative activities, contribute to the good life. And he distinguishes the many kinds of meanings
that gardens may have, from representation of nature to emotional expression, from historical significance to
symbolization of a spiritual relationship to the world. Building on the familiar observation that, among
human beings' creations, the garden is peculiarly dependent on the co-operation of nature, Cooper argues that
the garden matters as an epiphany of an intimate co-dependence between human creative activity in the
world and the 'mystery' that allows there to be a world for them at all.

A Philosophy of Gardens will open up this subject to students and scholars of aesthetics, ethics, and cultural
and environmental studies, and to anyone with a reflective interest in things horticultural.
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From reader reviews:

Sheilah Harvey:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book A Philosophy of Gardens will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Priscilla McNeil:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This A Philosophy of Gardens book is readable through you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding A Philosophy of Gardens
content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking A Philosophy of Gardens is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Joey Mendoza:

A Philosophy of Gardens can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A Philosophy of Gardens although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Cleta Blackwell:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication A Philosophy of Gardens was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book.
In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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