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Have you ever wondered where rocking chairs came from, or why cheap plastic chairs are suddenly
everywhere?

In Now I Sit Me Down, the distinguished architect and writer Witold Rybczynski chronicles the history of the
chair from the folding stools of pharaonic Egypt to the ubiquitous stackable monobloc chairs of today. He
tells the stories of the inventor of the bentwood chair, Michael Thonet, and of the creators of the first
molded-plywood chair, Charles and Ray Eames. He reveals the history of chairs to be a social history--of
different ways of sitting, of changing manners and attitudes, and of varying tastes. The history of chairs is the
history of who we are. We learn how the ancient Chinese switched from sitting on the floor to sitting in a
chair, and how the iconic chair of Middle America--the Barcalounger--traces its roots back to the Bauhaus.
Rybczynski weaves a rich tapestry that draws on art and design history, personal experience, and historical
accounts. And he pairs these stories with his own delightful hand-drawn illustrations: colonial rockers and
English cabrioles, languorous chaise longues, and no-nonsense ergonomic task chairs--they're all here.

The famous Danish furniture designer Hans Wegner once remarked, "A chair is only finished when someone
sits in it." As Rybczynski tells it, the way we choose to sit and what we choose to sit on speak volumes about
our values, our tastes, and the things we hold dear.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic
Chair: A Natural History. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important some sort of book Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic Chair: A
Natural History. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can
open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Solomon Steward:

The experience that you get from Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic Chair: A Natural History is a
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic Chair:
A Natural History giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this particular Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic Chair: A Natural History instantly.

Robert Schrader:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic Chair: A Natural History.

Sandra Forester:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic
Chair: A Natural History as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes Now I Sit Me Down: From Klismos to Plastic Chair: A Natural History to make your spare



time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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