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Piranesi’s fantastic worlds: The great 18th century architectural artist and master engraver
 
“Piranesi was as savage as Salvator Rosa, fierce as Michelangelo, and exuberant as Rubens… he has
imagined scenes that would startle geometry and exhaust the Indies to realize.” —Horace Walpole

One of the greatest architectural artists of all time, and certainly the most famous copper engraver of the 18th
century, Giovanni Battista Piranesi (1720-1778) is best known for his terrifyingly original series of
etchings of labyrinthine and megalomaniac prisons, Carceri d’Invenzione. In his own day, he was most
celebrated for his Vedute, 137 etchings of ancient and modern Rome; so renowned were these startling and
dramatic chiaroscuro images, imbued with Piranesi’s romantic feeling for archaeological ruins, that they
formed the mental picture of Rome for generations after. Indeed, Piranesi could be said to have shaped a
whole strain of contemporary architecture, as well as the wider visualization of antiquity itself. In our time,
he has had a direct influence on writers such as Borges and Kafka and on filmmakers such as Terry Gilliam
and Peter Greenaway. Anyone who contemplates Piranesi’s etchings will confront the existential nightmare
of human existence and its infinite mysteries.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Piranesi, 2 Vol. is kind of guide
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Melissa Chandler:

The actual book Piranesi, 2 Vol. has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get
a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead
of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
article book.

Carlee Smith:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Piranesi, 2 Vol. this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This
is why this book suited all of you.

Mary Lewis:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Piranesi, 2 Vol. can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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