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 Screenwriters often joke that “no one ever paid a dollar at a movie theater to watch a screenplay.” Yet the
screenplay is where a movie begins, determining whether a production gets the “green light” from its
financial backers and wins approval from its audience. This innovative volume gives readers a
comprehensive portrait of the art and business of screenwriting, while showing how the role of the
screenwriter has evolved over the years.

Reaching back to the early days of Hollywood, when moonlighting novelists, playwrights, and journalists
were first hired to write scenarios and photoplays, Screenwriting illuminates the profound ways that
screenwriters have contributed to the films we love. This book explores the social, political, and economic
implications of the changing craft of American screenwriting from the silent screen through the classical
Hollywood years, the rise of independent cinema, and on to the contemporary global multi-media
marketplace. From The Birth of a Nation (1915), Gone With the Wind (1939), and Gentleman’s Agreement
(1947) to Chinatown (1974), American Beauty (1999), and Lost in Translation (2003), each project began as
writers with pen and ink, typewriters, or computers captured the hopes and dreams, the nightmares and
concerns of the periods in which they were writing.

As the contributors take us behind the silver screen to chronicle the history of screenwriting, they spotlight a
range of key screenplays that changed the game in Hollywood and beyond. With original essays from both
distinguished film scholars and accomplished screenwriters, Screenwriting is sure to fascinate anyone with
an interest in Hollywood, from movie buffs to industry professionals. 
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From reader reviews:

Bertie Lewis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Screenwriting (Behind the Silver Screen Series). Try to the actual book
Screenwriting (Behind the Silver Screen Series) as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Patricia Lopez:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart
in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Screenwriting (Behind the Silver Screen Series)
book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Adriana Cornell:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Screenwriting (Behind the Silver Screen Series) can
give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you
to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Screenwriting (Behind the Silver Screen Series).

Jacqueline Kellett:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication Screenwriting (Behind the Silver Screen Series) was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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