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During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Americans were fascinated with fraud. P. T. Barnum
artfully exploited the American yen for deception, and even Mark Twain championed it, arguing that lying
was virtuous insofar as it provided the glue for all interpersonal intercourse. But deception was not used
solely to delight, and many fell prey to the schemes of con men and the wiles of spirit mediums. As a result,
a number of experimental psychologists set themselves the task of identifying and eliminating the illusions
engendered by modern, commercial life. By the 1920s, however, many of these same psychologists had
come to depend on deliberate misdirection and deceitful stimuli to support their own experiments.
 
The Science of Deception explores this paradox, weaving together the story of deception in American
commercial culture with its growing use in the discipline of psychology. Michael Pettit reveals how
deception came to be something that psychologists not only studied but also employed to establish their
authority. They developed a host of tools—the lie detector, psychotherapy, an array of personality tests, and
more—for making deception more transparent in the courts and elsewhere. Pettit’s study illuminates the
intimate connections between the scientific discipline and the marketplace during a crucial period in the
development of market culture. With its broad research and engaging tales of treachery, The Science of
Deception will appeal to scholars and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Science of Deception:
Psychology and Commerce in America book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Emily Sandlin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce in
America why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Bradford Padgett:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce in America will give you a new experience
in examining a book.

Anthony Davidson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Science of Deception: Psychology and
Commerce in America can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have
point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The
Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce in America.
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