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A riveting memoir of life in the Yiddish theater, in the words of the star of Der Komediant, winner of the
Israeli Oscar for Best Documentary 1999.

Pesach Burstein, an old trouper from the Yiddish theater, recalls dramas both onstage and off in this memoir,
which he dictated to his wife, Lillian Lux Burstein.The story of Burstein's successful stage career is played
out against the background of political turmoil in Europe, vignettes of life in small towns and big cities,
friendships and rivalries among theater folk, family life, emigration to the United States, and tours through
Europe, South America, Israel, and South Africa. Every personal anecdote tells the larger history: theater
history and also the history of the Yiddish communities who were his audiences. While Burstein is a legend
in Yiddish theater, he was little known outside that world until he was celebrated in Arnon Goldfinger's
acclaimed documentary Der Komediant. This memoir provides the first window for English readers into the
other side of Yiddish culture - the Yiddish burlesque, the traveling Yiddish theater, and the music hall. It will
not only delight readers but also reveal a social and cultural history never before described in such detail.
Burstein's life is the story of popular Yiddish theater in the first half of the century.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

The book What a Life!: The Autobiography of Pesach'Ke Burstein, Yiddish Matinee Idol make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a
book What a Life!: The Autobiography of Pesach'Ke Burstein, Yiddish Matinee Idol for being your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide What a Life!: The
Autobiography of Pesach'Ke Burstein, Yiddish Matinee Idol. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

James Edwards:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that What a Life!: The Autobiography of Pesach'Ke
Burstein, Yiddish Matinee Idol to read.

Gregory Morrow:

The book untitled What a Life!: The Autobiography of Pesach'Ke Burstein, Yiddish Matinee Idol is the
guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of What a Life!: The
Autobiography of Pesach'Ke Burstein, Yiddish Matinee Idol from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Connie Hockaday:

The reserve with title What a Life!: The Autobiography of Pesach'Ke Burstein, Yiddish Matinee Idol has a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.
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