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From bone-crushing corsets to modern 'slimming' creams, our preoccupation with the silhouette has shaped
centuries of fashion and culture. The contours of the body can convey everything from physical health and
beauty to social class – and both men and women have long sought to mold and reshape them, often with
alarming and even dangerous results.

Tracing the history of the silhouette from its birth in 18th century portrait sketches, this engrossing book
takes the reader on a journey through 250 years of a cultural obsession. From Hogarth's 'line of beauty' to the
advent of nude photography, from the crinoline to the Dior suit and the early bathing costume, The Silhouette
reveals how the shape of the body has become an eloquent symbol of status, sexuality and the aspirational
quest for physical and moral 'perfection'.

Drawing on numerous textual and visual resources, leading scholar Georges Vigarello anatomizes a fixation
with the human form which has shaped not just our bodies but our very identities. With over 120 color
images, The Silhouette is a remarkable resource for scholars, students and fashion-lovers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Martelli:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Silhouette: From the 18th Century to the
Present Day. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book The Silhouette: From the 18th Century to the Present Day. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
study.

Katie Doll:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Silhouette: From the 18th Century to the Present Day
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer involving The Silhouette: From the 18th Century to the Present Day content conveys
prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The Silhouette: From the 18th Century to
the Present Day is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Allan Kean:

This The Silhouette: From the 18th Century to the Present Day is completely new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The
Silhouette: From the 18th Century to the Present Day can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Gail Tate:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you



knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Silhouette: From the
18th Century to the Present Day.
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