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Unvarnishing Reality draws original insight to the literature, politics, history, and culture of the cold war by
closely examining the themes and goals of American and Russian satirical fiction. As Derek C. Maus
illustrates, the paranoia of nuclear standoff provided a subversive storytelling mode for authors from both
nations—including Thomas Pynchon, Robert Coover, John Barth, Walker Percy, Don DeLillo, Kurt
Vonnegut Jr., Vasily Aksyonov, Yuz Aleshkovsky, Alexander Zinoviev, Vladimir Voinovich, Fazil
Iskander, and Sasha Sokolov.

Maus surveys the background of each nation's culture, language, sociology, politics, and philosophy to map
the foundation on which cold war satire was built. By highlighting common themes of utopianism,
technology, and propaganda, Maus effectively shows the ultimate motive of satirists on both sides was to
question the various forces contributing to the cold war and to expose the absurdity of the continuous tension
that pulsed between the United States and the Soviet Union for nearly half a century. Although cold war
literature has been studied extensively, few critics have focused so keenly on comparisons of satirical
fictions by Russian and American writers that condemn and subvert the polarizing ideologies inherent in
superpower rivalry. Such a comparison reveals thematic and structural similarities that transcend specific
national and cultural origins. In considering these works together, Maus locates a thoroughgoing humanistic
refutation of the cold war and its operative doctrines as well as a range of proposed alternatives. Just as the
cold war combatants ultimately reconciled in 1991 with the fall of the Soviet Union, Maus seeks to bring
these two literary canons together now. Their thematic scope transcends cultural differences, and, as Maus
demonstrates, these writers saw that there was not only the atomic bomb to fear, but also the dangers of
complete national militarization and the constant polarizing threat of emergency. Thus their cold war
critiques still resonate today and invite further comparative studies such as this one.
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From reader reviews:

Carlo Young:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Unvarnishing Reality:
Subversive Russian and American Cold War Satire book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Connie Simpson:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Unvarnishing Reality: Subversive
Russian and American Cold War Satire book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jessica Davis:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is identified as of book Unvarnishing Reality: Subversive Russian and American Cold War Satire. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Quentin Taylor:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Unvarnishing
Reality: Subversive Russian and American Cold War Satire.
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