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With air travel aregular part of daily lifein North America, we tend to take the infrastructure that makes it
possible for granted. However, the systems, regulations, and technologies of civil aviation are in fact the
product of decades of experimentation and political negotiation, much of it connected to the devel opment of
the airmail asthe first commercially sustainable use of airplanes. From the lighted airways of the 1920s
through the radio navigation system in place by the time of World War I, this book explores the
conceptualization and ultimate construction of the initial US airways systems.The daring exploits of the
earliest airmail pilots are well documented, but the underlying story of just how brick-and-mortar
construction, radio research and improvement, chart and map preparation, and other less glamorous aspects
of aviation contributed to the system we have today has been understudied. Flying the Beam traces the
development of aeronautical navigation of the US airmail airways from 1917 to 1941. Chronologically
organized, the book draws on period documents, pilot memoirs, and firsthand investigation of surviving
material remains in the landscape to trace the development of the system. The author shows how visual
Ccross-country navigation, only possible in good weather, was developed into al-weather “blind flying.” The
daytime techniques of “following railroads and rivers’ were supplemented by a series of lighted beacons
(later replaced by radio towers) crisscrossing the country to allow nighttime transit of long-distance routes,
such as the one between New Y ork and San Francisco.Although today’ s airway system extends far beyond
the continental US and is based on digital technologies, the way pilots navigate from place to place basically
uses the same infrastructure and procedures that were pioneered almost a century earlier. While navigational
electronics have changed greatly over the years, actualy “flying the beam” has changed very little.
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From reader reviews:
NormaHarrél:

The feeling that you get from Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail Airways, 1917-1941 could
be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early
US Airmail Airways, 1917-1941 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveystheir
point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book aso makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this particular Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail Airways,
1917-1941 instantly.

Jack Godina:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Flying the Beam: Navigating
the Early US Airmail Airways, 1917-1941 which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.

Christopher Wilkerson:

This Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail Airways, 1917-1941 is brand new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail Airways, 1917-1941 can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in
the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
apublication especially thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So, don't misstheideal Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Jason Caldwell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But amost any people fedl that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US
Airmail Airways, 1917-1941 or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe



students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail Airways, 1917-1941
to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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