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I began listening to Celtic music in the early 90’s when a friend introduced me to Fiona Ritchie’s NPR radio
program, The Thistle and Shamrock. I’d already become aware of some session tunes through the
pennywhistle primer my father had given me in the 80’s (when he was still a well, active musician and
would play duets with me at family Christmas parties), but I had never before heard recordings of the
masters of the whistle, fiddle, harp and uilleann pipes. Needless to say, it was a revelation. Shortly thereafter
it seemed like the entire world was listening to the lilting jigs and high-stepping dance tunes in the wake of
1995’s Riverdance phenomenon.

I loved most everything I heard in that period, from the very traditional, but incredibly virtuosic playing of
The Chieftains to the dreamy Celtic-inspired pop of Enya, to the amazing blend of the two extremes by
artists like Loreena McKennitt.

Fast forward to 2010s . . . Ever since I started writing and arranging for the ukulele I’ve been planning this
book; one that combines my love of traditional Celtic music with my love of the reentrant ukulele (gCEA),
which sounds fantastic on solo dance tunes played in the campanella-style (where you try to avoid playing
two consecutive notes on the same string to give the sonic illusion of playing on a harp). I’d like to
acknowledge Alistair Wood for introducing me to this style of playing as well as three other inspiring
arrangers of Celtic tunes for uke: Jonathan Lewis, Rob MacKillop and Wilfried Welti (though I’ve avoided
their books while working on this title to avoid any unintentional borrowing). If you love this style, please
check out their work as well!

How were the ‘Top 25’ Celtic session tunes chosen out of the thousands of tunes and variations that are
available? Quite simply, I went to the top two sites for traditional tunes and chose to arrange the 25 most
bookmarked tunes. Hardly scientific, but a good measure of tune popularity nonetheless. I hope you enjoy
the results!

Sláinte mhaith (good health)!
M. Ryan Taylor

CONTENTS:

There are no page numbers in this book. The contents are listed in alphabetical order, as follows. Although
there are no 'easy' tunes in this volume, 10 of the 'easier' tunes are marked with an asterisk.

Banish Misfortune
Banshee*
Blarney Pilgrim*
Boys of Bluehill
Butterfly



Conaughtman's Rambles
Cooley's
Drowsy Maggie
Gravel Walks*
Harvest Home*
Jimmy Ward's*
Kesh
Kid on the Mountain
King of the Fairies
Lilting Banshee*
Maid Behind the Bar
Mason's Apron
Morrison's*
Mountain Road
Musical Priest*
Out on the Ocean
Rights of Man
Silver Spear
Tam Lin*
Wind that Shakes the Barley*

NOTES:

* All of the tunes (except 'King of the Fairies') are arranged in the campanella-style. There are some places,
however, where a repetition of a note on separate strings was not practical.

* Slur marks have been used in the staff notation to indicate places you may wish to use a hammer-on, pull-
off or slide.

* A number of the arrangements go up to the 14th fret. I realize not all players have more than 12 frets, but I
think enough do to warrant the inclusion. If your ukulele does not go above the 12th fret, experiment with
taking these sections or phrases down an octave.

* Although there are no 'easy' tunes in this volume, 10 of the 'easier' tunes are marked with an asterisk on the
contents page.
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From reader reviews:

Olivia Clinard:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Top 25 Celtic Session Tunes for Ukulele:
Campanella-style arrangements of 25 of the most popular Celtic session tunes. (Campanella Ukulele)
(Volume 1). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Brittany Schafer:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a guide. The book Top 25 Celtic Session Tunes for Ukulele: Campanella-style
arrangements of 25 of the most popular Celtic session tunes. (Campanella Ukulele) (Volume 1) it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high
quality.

Frank Quintana:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Top 25 Celtic Session Tunes for Ukulele: Campanella-style arrangements of 25 of the most
popular Celtic session tunes. (Campanella Ukulele) (Volume 1) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get before. The Top 25 Celtic Session Tunes for Ukulele: Campanella-style arrangements
of 25 of the most popular Celtic session tunes. (Campanella Ukulele) (Volume 1) giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?



Alice Weaver:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Top 25 Celtic Session Tunes for
Ukulele: Campanella-style arrangements of 25 of the most popular Celtic session tunes. (Campanella
Ukulele) (Volume 1) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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