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Even as eighteenth-century thinkers from John Locke to Thomas Jefferson struggled to find effective means
to restrain power, contemporary discussions of society gave increasing attention to ideals of refinement,
moderation, and polished self-presentation. These two sets of ideas have long seemed separate, one dignified
as political theory, the other primarily concerned with manners and material culture. Tea Sets and Tyranny
challenges that division. In its original context, Steven C. Bullock suggests, politeness also raised important
issues of power, leadership, and human relationships. This politics of politeness helped make opposition to
overbearing power central to early American thought and practice.

Although these views spanned the English Atlantic world, they were particularly significant in America,
most notably in helping shape its Revolution. By the end of the eighteenth century, the politics of politeness
was already breaking apart, however its ideals continued to be important. Opposition to arbitrary governing
became central to American political culture; self-control became a major part of nineteenth-century values,
but these ideals increasingly seemed to belong in separate spheres. This division between public power and
personal life continues to shape thinking about liberty so fully that it has been difficult to recognize its
origins in the eighteenth-century politics of politeness.

Tea Sets and Tyranny follows the experiences of six extraordinary individuals, each seeking to establish
public authority and personal standing: a cast of characters that includes a Virginia governor consumed by
fits of towering rage; a Carolina woman who befriended a British princess; and a former Harvard student
who became America's first confidence man.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Crawford:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Tea Sets and Tyranny: The Politics of Politeness in Early America (Early
American Studies).

Jennifer Galaviz:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Tea Sets and Tyranny: The
Politics of Politeness in Early America (Early American Studies) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Dora Dickey:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
Tea Sets and Tyranny: The Politics of Politeness in Early America (Early American Studies).

Lisa Sullivan:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Tea Sets and Tyranny: The Politics of Politeness in Early America (Early American Studies) when you
desired it?
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