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A masterful and original classical composer as well as a renowned composer of film scores, Ernst Toch
(1887–1964) made a permanent contribution to music in this important and widely praised book. Based on a
series of lectures given at Harvard in 1944 and first published in 1948, this book is a brilliant examination of
the materials and concepts that are the basic building blocks of music — harmony, melody, counterpoint, and
form.
An admirable reconciliation of traditional and modern (mainly 12-tone) trends in composition, this book
shows all types of writing must respond to psychological wants of the listener and how similar goals may be
achieved in seemingly opposed styles. Illustrating his discussion with 390 musical examples, Toch not only
introduces new ideas and approaches, but examines many age-old problems with clarity and precision —
consonance and dissonance, form versus number, and more. His analysis of the expanding harmonic
universe, the wave line of melody, and the formative influence of movement are particularly penetrating.
New to this edition are a biological introduction by Toch's grandson, Lawrence Weschler; a previously
unpublished letter from Thomas Mann to Toch about this book (in English translation); and a complete
checklist of Toch's compositions. Intended for all those who have a minimum understanding of musical
notation and theory, this book will appeal to music lovers, practical musicians and amateurs, and incipient
composers.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Walsh:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Shaping Forces in Music: An
Inquiry into the Nature of Harmony, Melody, Counterpoint and Form (The Dover Series of Study Editions,
Chamber Music, Orchestral Works, Operas in Full Score). All type of book could you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Donald Farrell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Shaping Forces in
Music: An Inquiry into the Nature of Harmony, Melody, Counterpoint and Form (The Dover Series of Study
Editions, Chamber Music, Orchestral Works, Operas in Full Score) book because book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

William Black:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Shaping Forces in
Music: An Inquiry into the Nature of Harmony, Melody, Counterpoint and Form (The Dover Series of Study
Editions, Chamber Music, Orchestral Works, Operas in Full Score) which is obtaining the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's find.

John Montes:

This The Shaping Forces in Music: An Inquiry into the Nature of Harmony, Melody, Counterpoint and Form
(The Dover Series of Study Editions, Chamber Music, Orchestral Works, Operas in Full Score) is new way
for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this The Shaping
Forces in Music: An Inquiry into the Nature of Harmony, Melody, Counterpoint and Form (The Dover
Series of Study Editions, Chamber Music, Orchestral Works, Operas in Full Score) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books



create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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