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Do Old Testament poetry and narrative, wisdom-writing and prophecy work on us in the same way as do
nonbiblical literary texts? Competent readers over the centuries have arrived at conflicting answers to this
question. Some (from Longinus on) have maintained that biblical books offer examples of supreme literary
art; others have passionately rejected this approach, insisting that beauty and pleasure are not the Bible’s
business.

Poetry with a Purpose argues that, paradoxically, both views are right. Biblical poetics is marked by an
unusual tension between aesthetic and nonaesthetic (even anti-aesthetic) modes of discourse. To understand
this dialectic is to understand something quite fundamental about biblical texts and, more particularly, about
the nature of the contract that governs their reading. The text summons the reader to respond to a familiar
form but at the same instant undermines that response, deconstructs that form. The book of Ester, for
example, displays the conventions of the Persian epic tradition, but its style is subtly challenged by the text
itself. Similarly, the book of Job might seem to conform to the classical concept of tragedy but ultimately
presents a uniquely biblical version of the form. While the prophets use the language of myth, they will often
explode or "demythologize" their own language, affirming purposed at variance with the world of myth.

Harold Fisch applies his remarkably fruitful thesis to a number of biblical texts and modes, among them
biblical pastoral, the Song of Songs, Psalms, Hosea, and Ecclesiastes. Equally at home in biblical studies and
in general literature and theory, the author has produced a highly original work of unusual range and
scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Poetry with a Purpose: Biblical Poetics and Interpretation
(Indiana Studies in Biblical Literature) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or suitable book with you?

Jerry Goble:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Poetry with a Purpose: Biblical Poetics and Interpretation (Indiana Studies in
Biblical Literature) book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer associated with Poetry with a Purpose: Biblical Poetics and Interpretation
(Indiana Studies in Biblical Literature) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you
still thinking Poetry with a Purpose: Biblical Poetics and Interpretation (Indiana Studies in Biblical
Literature) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Peggy Mitchum:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Poetry with a Purpose: Biblical Poetics and Interpretation (Indiana Studies in Biblical Literature), you
could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a book.

Jodie Kahl:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about something



that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Poetry with a Purpose:
Biblical Poetics and Interpretation (Indiana Studies in Biblical Literature).
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