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With his 95 Theses, Martin Luther advanced the radical notion that all Christians could enjoy a direct,
personal relationship with God--shattering years of Catholic tradition and obviating the need for
intermediaries like priests and saints between the individual believer and God. The text of the Bible, the
Word of God itself, Luther argued, revealed the only true path to salvation--not priestly ritual and saintly
iconography.

But if words--not iconic images--showed the way to salvation, why didn't religious imagery during the
Reformation disappear along with indulgences? The answer, according to Joseph Leo Koerner, lies in the
paradoxical nature of Protestant religious imagery itself, which is at once both iconic and iconoclastic.
Koerner masterfully demonstrates this point not only with a multitude of Lutheran images, many never
before published, but also with a close reading of a single pivotal work--Lucas Cranach the Elder's altarpiece
for the City Church in Wittenberg (Luther's parish). As Koerner shows, Cranach, breaking all the
conventions of traditional Catholic iconography, created an entirely new aesthetic for the new Protestant
ethos.

In the Crucifixion scene of the altarpiece, for instance, Christ is alone and stripped of all his usual attendants-
-no Virgin Mary, no John the Baptist, no Mary Magdalene--with nothing separating him from Luther
(preaching the Word) and his parishioners. And while the Holy Spirit is nowhere to be seen--representation
of the divine being impossible--it is nonetheless dramatically present as the force animating Christ's drapery.
According to Koerner, it is this "iconoclash" that animates the best Reformation art.

Insightful and breathtakingly original, The Reformation of the Image compellingly shows how visual art
became indispensable to a religious movement built on words.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Depriest:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Reformation of the Image. All
type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Michelle Fulk:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need that The Reformation of the Image to read.

Ruby Guillen:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Reformation of the Image book since this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you know.

Karen Johnson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Reformation of the Image.
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