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Coral reefs are one of the most biologically diverse habitats in the world, host to an extraordinary variety of
marine plants and animals. They are also one of the world's most fragile and endangered ecosystems. The
growth of mass tourism, combined with the boom in popularity of scuba diving, has brought these
spectacular ecosystems to public attention across the planet.

Coral reefs provide essential fish habitat, support endangered and threatened species, and harbor protected
marine mammals and turtles. They are a significant source of food, provide income and employment through
tourism and marine recreation, and offer countless other benefits to humans, including supplying compounds
for pharmaceuticals. Yet coral reefs around the world are rapidly being degraded by a number of human
activities, such as overfishing, coastal development, and the introduction of sewage, fertilizer, and sediment.

World Atlas of Coral Reefs provides the first detailed and definitive account of the current state of our
planet's coral reefs. With its wealth of authoritative and up-to-date information, the finest maps available,
and detailed descriptive texts and images by leading experts, this full-color volume will be a critical resource
for anyone interested in these vital environments.

World Atlas of Coral Reefs contains eighty-four full-page newly researched and drawn color maps, together
with more than two hundred color photos illustrating reefs, reef animals, and images taken from space by
NASA astronauts during the 2000 and 2001 space shuttle flights. The authors provide a wealth of
information on the geography, biodiversity, and human uses of coral reefs, as well as details about the threats
to their existence.

Prepared at the UNEP–World Conservation Monitoring Centre in Cambridge, England--the United Nations
office responsible for providing authoritative information on the condition of global biodiversity--the Atlas
will be a critical tool for scientists, students, policymakers, and planners at local, national, and international
levels alike.

Publication of the World Atlas of Coral Reefs is supported by international institutions including the United
Nations Environment Programme; The Marine Aquarium Council, The International Coral Reef Initiative;
ICLARM--The World Fish Center; the Professional Association of Diving Instructors, and the Aventis
Foundation.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dasilva:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called World Atlas of
Coral Reefs? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Lorraine Woodward:

The book World Atlas of Coral Reefs gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book World Atlas of Coral Reefs
being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a guide World Atlas of
Coral Reefs. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Richard Osteen:

This World Atlas of Coral Reefs book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That World Atlas of
Coral Reefs without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't always be worry World Atlas of Coral Reefs can bring if you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone.
This World Atlas of Coral Reefs having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Tara Winston:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this World Atlas of Coral Reefs can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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