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Life of Ai: The artist activist

As his personal circumstances move in constant flux, Ai Weiwei remains a cultural magnet. Renowned for
his political activism and social media activity almost as much as for his social interventions, contemporary
approach to the readymade, and knowledge of Chinese traditional crafts, Ai’s fame extends throughout and
beyond the art world.

Drawn from TASCHEN’s limited Collector’s Edition, this monograph explores each of Ai’s career phases
up until his release from Chinese custody. It features extensive visual material to trace Ai’s development
from his early New York days right through to his recent practice. Focus moments include his international
breakthrough in the early 2000s, his porcelain Sunflower Seeds at the Turbine Hall of the Tate Modern,
his response to the Sichuan earthquake of 2008, and his police detention in 2011. With behind-the-scenes
studio pictures, production shots, and numerous statements derived from exclusive interviews with Ai, we
gain privileged access to the artist’s process, influences, and importance.

The book includes texts from Uli Sigg, Ai’s longtime friend and former Swiss ambassador to China; Roger
M. Buergel, who curated the 2007 documenta and hosted the artist’s Fairytale piece; and experts on Chinese
culture and politics: Carlos Rojas, William A. Callahan, and James J. Lally.
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From reader reviews:

Lourdes Williams:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Ai Weiwei as your daily resource information.

Paul Mackey:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Ai Weiwei, you could enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Phillis Ries:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Ai Weiwei can make you experience more interested to read.

Kathleen Huckaby:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. From the book Ai Weiwei we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Ai Weiwei. You can more attractive than now.
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