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In the years after the Revolutionary War, the fledgling republic of America was viewed by many Europeans
as a degenerate backwater, populated by subspecies weak and feeble. Chief among these naysayers was the
French Count and world-renowned naturalist Georges-Louis Leclerc de Buffon, who wrote that the flora and
fauna of America (humans included) were inferior to European specimens.

Thomas Jefferson—author of the Declaration of Independence, U.S. president, and ardent naturalist—spent
years countering the French conception of American degeneracy. His Notes on Virginia systematically and
scientifically dismantled Buffon’s case through a series of tables and equally compelling writing on the
nature of his home state. But the book did little to counter the arrogance of the French and hardly satisfied
Jefferson’s quest to demonstrate that his young nation was every bit the equal of a well-established Europe.
Enter the giant moose.

The American moose, which Jefferson claimed was so enormous a European reindeer could walk under it,
became the cornerstone of his defense. Convinced that the sight of such a magnificent beast would cause
Buffon to revise his claims, Jefferson had the remains of a seven-foot ungulate shipped first class from New
Hampshire to Paris. Unfortunately, Buffon died before he could make any revisions to his Histoire Naturelle,
but the legend of the moose makes for a fascinating tale about Jefferson’s passion to prove that American
nature deserved prestige.

In Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose, Lee Alan Dugatkin vividly recreates the origin and evolution of the
debates about natural history in America and, in so doing, returns the prize moose to its rightful place in
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Anderson:

This Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose: Natural History in Early America are generally reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose:
Natural History in Early America can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed types. Beside that this Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose: Natural History in Early
America giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Elena Sparrow:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose: Natural History in Early America
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.

Donna Wright:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose: Natural History in Early America provide you with a new experience in
looking at a book.

Merle Poteet:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Mr. Jefferson and the Giant
Moose: Natural History in Early America which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.
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