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Charles the king, our emperor great,
Has been a full seven years in Spain.
As far as the sea he conquered this haughty land.
Not a single castle remains standing in his path

Charlemagne (768-814) was crowned Holy Roman Emperor in 800 and presided over a huge empire. He
frequently appears in literature as a great warlord and pious crusading figure. In 778, the rearguard of
Charlemagne's retreating army was ambushed and defeated at the battle of Roncevaux. This became the
inspiration for songs and poems celebrating deeds of valour in the face of overwhelming odds, through the
character of Charlemagne's nephew (the imaginary) Roland. The Song of Roland is the most stirring and
moving epic poem of the European Middle Ages, offering a particularly heady mixture of history, legend,
and poetry.

Presented here in a lively and idiomatic new translation, the Song of Roland offers fascinating insights into
medieval ideas about heroism, manhood, religion, race, and nationhood which were foundational for modern
European culture. The Song of Roland is accompanied here by two other medieval French epics about
Charlemagne, both of which show him to be a far more equivocal figure than that portrayed by the Roland:
the Occitan Daurel and Beton, in which he is a corrupt and avaricious monarch; and the Journey of
Charlemagne to Jerusalem and Constantinople, which gives the heroes of the Roland a comic makeover.

ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Kai Martin:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics). You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Aaron Jack:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Song of Roland (Oxford World's
Classics) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Luis Herrick:

The book The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Song of
Roland (Oxford World's Classics)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Nicolas Jones:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
book you have read is usually The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics).
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