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Before he ever dreamed of becoming a landscape architect, Frederick Law Olmsted (1822–1903) visited
southern England and Wales during a month-long walking tour. A gifted writer, he recorded his impressions
of the trip in this richly detailed volume, which has long been out of print. "In Walks and Talks," writes
Charles C. McLaughlin, author of the book's new introduction, "Olmsted is reporter, social analyst, narrator,
dramatist, scene-painter, and humorist, employing a wide range of modes and styles to give us the sights,
sounds, and mental impressions of rural England in 1850."

Olmsted's narrative-at turns poetic, funny, critical, and meticulous-is a delight to read. It is also an important
historical document, revealing the extent to which England permeated almost every aspect of Olmsted's
emerging worldview, soon to find expression in his various careers as scientific farmer, author and publisher,
social critic, reformer, administrator, and landscape architect of major parks and park systems throughout the
United States.

The introduction clarifies the links between Olmsted's developing picturesque aesthetic, social conscience,
and reformer's passion for change. McLaughlin offers a persuasive argument that Olmsted would come to
adapt many of the features of the cultivated English countryside-first seen on this trip-in designed landscapes
such as New York's Central Park.

This edition provides extensive annotations to the original text, furnishing background and context to the
people and places Olmsted encountered during his journey. McLaughlin's notes are based on his own trips
through England, undertaken over the past two decades to retrace the author's original route.

Published in association with Library of American Landscape History: http://lalh.org/
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From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England book is readable by you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected
with Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England content conveys prospect easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as
it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Thomas West:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Walks and Talks of an
American Farmer in England that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England become
your starter.

William Medellin:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England was filled regarding science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Lori Gonzales:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
and also native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By the book Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England we can take more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Walks and
Talks of an American Farmer in England. You can more attractive than now.
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