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Before Harborplace and the Convention Center, Oriole Park at Camden Yards and the Ravens, shopping
malls and multiplex movie theaters, Baltimore was a very different city. Most Baltimoreans would agree
that, until recently, living here was like living in a small town. For more than 25 years, Gilbert Sandler
chronicled this bygone life of streetcars and cinema palaces in his Evening Sun (and later Sun) column,
"Baltimore Glimpses." Now collected, edited, and expanded in Small Town Baltimore, Sandler's delightful
sketches of life in Baltimore from the 1920s through the 1970s take readers back to a time when flagpole-
sitting was all the rage, when guests at high society weddings and cotillions were fed by the prominent
African American business Hughes Catering and chef David Bruce's famous chicken croquettes, and when
the salt rubdown at Rowland's Turkish Bath could take all one's troubles away.

This "album of memories" introduces the reader to the people and places?neighborhoods, restaurants,
department stores, parks, hotels, night clubs, racetracks, and theaters?that once put the charm in Charm City.
Sandler recalls the events that shaped life here, from strikes and demonstrations to baseball games and
parades. Through interviews and reminiscences, Sandler catches a double feature at the Valencia; visits
Howard Street's Arabian Tent Club to listen to Cab Calloway; attends the funeral of Chick Webb?"the
greatest jazz drummer in the world"?along with such jazz luminaries as Duke Ellington, Gene Krupa, and
Ella Fitzgerald; listens in on Arthur Godfrey's audition in the studios of WFBR; eats knockwurst at
Schellhase's, steamed crabs at Bankert's, and Cantonese cuisine at Jimmy Wu's; takes the Chesapeake
Restaurant up on its offer to "Eat our steak with a fork, else tear up your check and walk out"; and rides the
Charles Street double-decker bus with Ms. Reuben Ross Holloway, who fought to make "The Star-Spangled
Banner" our national anthem. Small Town Baltimore shows us how far Baltimore has come and what's been
lost in the process.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Nathan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Small Town
Baltimore: An Album of Memories? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have different opinion?

Barbara Lewis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Small Town Baltimore: An Album of
Memories as the daily resource information.

Ralph Dell:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide Small Town Baltimore: An Album of Memories was filled concerning
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Herbert Mikula:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Small Town Baltimore: An Album of Memories we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Small Town
Baltimore: An Album of Memories. You can more inviting than now.
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